
Important Guidance and Information About Taxidermy in Africa
Almost anyone who hunts and takes a trophy animal in Africa will wish to have 
some part of that animal to represent the memory that will last a lifetime. Some 
are happy to have the skull and horns on a shield and perhaps have the skin 
tanned for a rug. Some will even have lamp stands and other curios produced 
from the skin, horns, hooves or tusks. Most however sooner or later decide to 
have a favoured trophy mounted in some way or another. In this way you can 
preserve the original look and character of the animal and keep a lasting and real 
impression of the trophy and the hunt that led up to the moment you took it.  

Although taxidermy of your trophies may not take place for some time after your 
hunt it should be carefully looked into prior to your hunt to avoid disappoint-
ment and frustration at a later stage. You should also consider carefully the costs 
involved, as having your trophies professionally mounted by a competent taxi-
dermist can cost almost as much as the hunt itself. Cheap taxidermy will almost 
inevitably be poor taxidermy. If you are not sure of the difference between good 
and bad taxidermy then do your homework; visit taxidermists, consult others who 
hunt and look for recommendations, search the Internet and compare mounted 
animals with the real thing.  

Planning ahead for your trophy room
It is only when they get their trophies back home that many hunters wish they 
had planned and consulted more on their options on types of mount available. 
Many do not quite realise the true size of some of these animals when looked at 
in the vastness of the African bush. Also the particular positions and attitudes of 
the animals need to be considered or you could end up with a wall full of regi-
mented mounts all looking in the same direction or worse mounts that do not 
fit into the place you had allotted to them. Modern artistic taxidermy allows for 
almost limitless possibilities. Even full mounts can be made in stunning action po-
sitions and take far less room than you might expect from an animal simply stood 
an all fours. 

Options 
You basically have two options and they are:

1.  To have your trophies mounted in Africa at a taxidermist of your choice or 
perhaps one recommended by your outfitters. Africa, like all other countries, has 
good and bad taxidermists. Do your homework.
 
2.  To have your trophies dipped and shipped back to the taxidermist of your 
choice in your home country or in a country of your choice.

What is dip and ship?
Dip and ship is the process by which you can have the skins of your trophies 
sent out of Africa to the taxidermist of your choice.  You can have them sent raw 
salted and “dipped” in disinfectant to prevent any insects or other “pests” being 
transported. You can also opt to have them tanned in South Africa before ship-
ping. This can be an economical choice as tanning in S.A is very reasonable and 
will reduce costs from your own taxidermist as it saves him much time. Your taxi-
dermist will then prepare the skins for mounting as trophies. 

Which ever of the two choices you make you should decide well in advance by 
contacting the taxidermist of your choice to assess his quality of work, his charg-
es and any special requirements he may have as regards preparation of the skins 
immediately after the animal is shot.

How long does it all take?



Be patient. If you go to a good quality taxidermist in S.A you may wait 12 months 
to two years, sometimes more. If you go for dip and ship you can expect to wait 4 
to 10 months for your skins and trophies to be home. You must then take or have 
them delivered to your taxidermist who will then assess them before beginning 
any work, add to this the time it takes him to prepare them.  

What happens to my Trophy from the moment it is shot? 
This is without doubt the most critical time that will dictate the final outcome for 
your prized trophy. If things are not done very quickly and precisely at this point 
a prized trophy can be lost as a caped mount.  

1.  You must give your outfitter, your P.H. and your skinners clear instruction on 
exactly how you want your animal skinned and prepared BEFORE YOU SHOOT 
IT. You cannot blame them or the taxidermist later if they were not given clear 
instructions on your exact requirements. It is for this reason that you should con-
sult with your taxidermist so he can tell you exactly what he needs from the 
animal and how he needs it skinned for the mount you have chosen. 

2.  After the photos have been taken and the moment savoured the animal is 
tagged and either skinned on the spot or taken to a skinning area/shed.

3.  The skinners will remove the skin as instructed and take the skull and horns 
and clean them

4.  They will split the lips, nose, eyelids and open the ears by turning them inside 
out.

5.  They will then de-flesh the hide and salt it by rubbing it in rock salt and then 
leaving it covered in salt to draw out the moisture and preserve it. (If this process 
is not done quickly and thoroughly spoilage will occur)

6.  They are then allowed to dry out and stored.

No matter which option you choose they must then be sent to a South African 
taxidermist as they are, generally, the only ones licensed to dip and ship. They 
are then shipped by him, via an agent, to you or your taxidermist or mounted by 
him and then shipped to you.

Initial field preparation of your trophies is carried out on site by Shakawa Safa-
ris prior to delivery to the Taxidermist.  Before arrival to the Taxidermist you will 
need to determine what you want done to your trophies.  Regardless of what 
choices you make, the following costs will probably be involved:

1.  All Trophies must remain in South Africa for a minimum of 90 days before 
shipping.

2.  Packaging: (USA only) only one client per crate.

3.  Warthogs can cause a delay in shipping (USA) if the State Veterinarian of the 
area is not available to issue transport permits.

4.  Warthog must be packed in a separate crate. (U.S)

5.  Shipping costs can only be finalized by the time trophies are dropped off. 
Costs provided here are estimates.
 
6.  Payment of a deposit to the taxidermist will ensure that your work goes on the 
production line.

7.  No raw rodents may be exported.

8.  “Problems” can sometimes be encountered with delays in the issuing of per-
mits by the relevant government agencies, please bear with us.



 
1.  Dipping (If only the skins are sent back.  This is the process of disinfecting 
them prior to shipment)

2.  Packing

3.  Shipping to a Customs Broker near your home.

4.  Shipping from the Customs Broker to your home.

The Taxidermist should tell you the costs for Dipping, Packing and any other 
taxidermy work that they will do for you.  A deposit will be required for these 
services, however arrangements can be made to send this deposit to the taxider-
mist after your arrival home.  You should also ask for an estimate for the shipping 
charges, though you will not know the precise amount until the crate is complete 
prior to your trophies being shipped to you, your shipping company will contact 
you regarding payment of the shipping bill.  Upon arrival in the country the Cus-
toms Broker will contact you with final delivery information and any additional 
charges.

Raw Preparation and Shipping Costs 
Cost $ 50-00 to $150.00 Per Animal approx
Plus Value added Tax at current rate.
Plus a charge per shipment for crating and documentation dependant on crate 
size
Plus $ 30 per Cites permit as required outside South Africa
To calculate the cost of having trophies mounted outside South Africa; add the 
above fees to the cost of shipping and the mounting costs in the country where 
your taxidermist is based.

Set out below are two tables of approximate charges for individual mounts as 
a guide to the cost of having mounts done in Africa. But check with the taxider-
mist as he may offer a deal on certain mounts or larger orders. These prices are 
in South African Rand and do not include the costs of Cites, documentation 
for crating, shipping, air freight, import duties and freight from port or airport of 
entry to final destination. Prices exclusive of VAT and subject to change without 
prior notice.

The two tables show prices from two different taxidermy outfits in S.A. Taking the 
Buffalo (highlighted) as an example you can see there is a vast difference in cost. 
However there may also be a corresponding difference in quality and anatomical 
accuracy in the finished mount. If you go to visit with any taxidermist look in the 
workshop at the animals not in the showroom where only the best mounts will be 
placed. Remember cheep is not necessarily good and the only memory you will 
have of your hunt in future is that trophy on the wall. For costs of work in your 
own country contact your taxidermist there for prices.
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BABOON 2,190.00 5,040.00 630.00 310.00 440.00

BARBARY SHEEP 2,480.00 11,360.00 710.00 290.00 440.00

BLESBUCK/BONTEBOK 2,400.00 11,360.00 710.00 240.00 400.00

BUFFALO 5,900.00 38,590.00 1,400.00 60 SQ FT

BUSHBUCK 2,400.00 9,660.00 710.00 240.00 360.00

BUSHPIG 2,300.00 9,660.00 710.00 320.00

CARACAL 4,430.00 520.00 300.00 360.00

CHEETAH 11,950.00 870.00 910.00 1,160.00

CIVET 4,230.00 520.00 290.00 440.00

CROCODILE 2,500.00 PER METER

DUIKER 1,830.00 4,230.00 520.00 170.00 250.00

ELAND 5,900.00 38,590.00 930.00 1,040.00 1,620.00

ELEPHANT 32,290.00 207,900.00 80 SQ FT

FALLOW DEER 2,400.00 11,360.00 700.00 240.00 400.00

GEMSBUCK 3,520.00 21,740.00 930.00 790.00 1,040.00

GIRAFFE 8,930.00 54,860.00 1,200.00 T.B.A T.B.A

HARTEBEEST/TSESSEBE 3,200.00 21,740.00 930.00 510.00 800.00

HIPPOPOTAMUS 11,340.00 90,300.00 1,860.00 70 SQ FT

HONEY BADGER 4,230.00 520.00 290.00 440.00

HYENA 3,030.00 9,660.00 980.00 460.00 640.00

IMPALA 2,320.00 10,630.00 710.00 220.00 350.00

JACKAL 4,530.00 490.00 220.00 350.00

KLIPSPRINGER 1,830.00 5,220.00 520.00 220.00 350.00

KUDU 3,910.00 24,150.00 940.00 790.00 1,040.00

LECHWE 2,740.00 11,830.00 710.00 450.00 690.00

LEOPARD 13,540.00 980.00 990.00 1,390.00

LION 18,010.00 1,040.00 1,100.00 1,730.00

LIONESS 15,000.00 1,040.00 1,100.00 1,730.00

NYALA 3,230.00 12,600.00 800.00 790.00 1,040.00

ORIBI 1,830.00 5,000.00 520.00 170.00 250.00

OSTRICH 4,430.00 13,280.00 70 SQ FT

REEDBUCK COMMON 2,820.00 11,000.00 710.00 240.00 360.00

REEDBUCK MOUNTAIN 2,300.00 9,290.00 660.00 220.00 350.00

RHEBUCK GREY 2,300.00 9,290.00 660.00 220.00 350.00

RHINO 11,340.00 90,300.00 1,540.00 70 SQ FT

SABLE 7,430.00 24,220.00 940.00 850.00 1,270.00

SERVAL 4,430.00 520.00 300.00 360.00

SPRINGBOK 2,290.00 9,290.00 660.00 220.00 350.00

STEENBUCK 1,170.00 4,300.00 520.00 170.00 250.00

WARTHOG 2,300.00 9,660.00 710.00 320.00

WARTHOG 520.00

WATERBUCK 3,640.00 21,740.00 940.00 790.00 1,040.00

WILDERBEEST BLACK 3,130.00 19,340.00 940.00 790.00 1,040.00

WILDERBEEST BLUE 3,440.00 21,740.00 940.00 790.00 1,040.00



ZEBRA 3,440.00 24,220.00 940.00 1,040.00 1,610.00

Description Shoulder Mount Full Mount Horns & Skull on Shield Skin Tanning Felt Backing
Baboon R 1 180 R3 010 R400 R195 R160

Black Wildebeest R 1 710 R10 000 R520 R420 R270
Blue Wildebeest R 1 960 R11 740 R520 R480 R340

Blesbuck R 1 300 R5 730 R310 R150 R140
Buffalo R 3 460 R22 580 R740 R40/sq ft N.A

Bushbuck R1 300 R4 860 R310 R140 R120
Bushpig R1 450 R5 130 R410 R130 N.A
Caracal R1 100 R 2 140 R320 R130 R120
Cheetah R1 780 R5 190 R380 R560 R380
Civet Cat R1 200 R2 140 R240 R180 R120

Cow N.A. N.A. N.A. R600 R450
Duiker R1 060 R2 540 R220 R100 R70
Eland R3 090 R21 550 R580 R665 R490

Fallow Deer R1 470 R7 550 R350 R200 R170
Gemsbok R1 980 R9 900 R420 R430 R300
Genet Cat R830 R1 250 R210 R80 R60

Giraffe R5 130 R38 290 R810 N.A N.A
Grey Rhebuck R1 100 R4 600 R270 R130 R120

Hartebeest R1 700 R9 850 R460 R380 R250
Honey Badger R695 R1 870 R250 R165 R120

Hyena R1 600 R4 555 R520 R280 R180
Impala R1 210 R5 240 R320 R140 R120
Jackal R1 100 R2 000 R230 R120 R85

Klipspringer R1 060 R2 760 R200 R110 R85
Kudu R2 220 R11 670 R550 R430 R330

Lechwe R1 820 R7 700 R350 R230 R220
Leopard R1 690 R6 900 R490 R665 R420

Lion R2 900 R9 420 R600 R740 R490
Nyala R1 710 R8 300 R410 R400 R300
Oribi R1 135 R2 465 R205 R75 R60

Ostrich R2 000 R9 940 N.A R60/sq ft N.A
Reebuck Common R1 350 R5 575 R305 R140 R120
Reebuck Mountain R1 155 R4 840 R260 R135 R115

Roan Antelope R2 380 R12 930 R540 R455 R340
Sable R2 325 R11 800 R520 R455 R410

Serval Cat R1 030 R2 130 R260 R140 R115
Springbuck R1 160 R4 665 R270 R130 R105
Springhare R650 R1 200 R200 R70 R50
Steinbuck R995 R2 140 R200 R105 R65
Tsessebe R1 710 R9 850 R465 R380 R325

Vervet Monkey R865 R1 840 R245 R105 R85
Warthog R1 450 R5 350 R450 R180 R160

Waterbuck R2 075 R10 585 R410 R460 R320
Zebra R1 840 R11 340 R520 R700 R450


